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• NH transport most frequently used to 
transport to local lab for onsite testing or 
for onward transfer to NVRL

• NVRL used by Northwest, Mayo, Northeast 
and Dublin as testing lab

• Local lab used by West, Midwest, 
Southwest, Southeast and Midlands

• Please check with your lab to confirm the 
arrangements for testing. 

Nursing home laboratory pathways: testing laboratories 
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Figure 1 Laboratories used by nursing homes for respiratory virus
 testing, by HSE health region location of nursing home



1. Log on to HSELanD  
https://www.hseland.ie/dash/Account/Login

2. Select Hubs and Resources

3. Select AMRIC hub

HSELanD – AMRIC Training modules

AP

Module Title Suitable for Module Duration

AMRIC Basics of Infection Prevention and 

Control

All staff Recommended 20 minutes

AMRIC Hand Hygiene   All staff Mandatory 30 minutes

AMRIC IPC Risk Assessment Clinical Recommended 30 minutes

AMRIC Personal Protective Equipment Clinical Recommended 20 minutes

AMRIC Standard and Transmission-Based 

Precautions

All staff Recommended 30 minutes

AMRIC Respiratory Hygiene and Cough 

Etiquette

All staff Recommended 15 minutes

AMRIC Outbreak – Prevention and 

Management

Clinical Recommended 30 minutes

https://www.hseland.ie/dash/Account/Login


Resources- AMRIC Guidance Documents

AP

Guidance Link 

National Clinical Guideline Infection Prevention and Control (IPC)

Volume 1, Section 3, No. 3.2.4, Recommendation 16 pages 98-101

National Clinical Guideline Infection Prevention and Control (IPC)

Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance 

Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance – COVID-19 Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance – COVID-19 Adults

Public Health and Infection Prevention and Control guidance on the prevention 

and management of cases and outbreaks of respiratory viral infections in 

Residential Care Facilities

PH IPC Guidance in RCF

Community Infection Prevention and Control Manual: A practical guide to 

implementing Standard and Transmission-Based Precautions in Community 

Health and Social Care Settings October 2024

Community IPC manual

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a057e-infection-prevention-and-control-ipc/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/IPCclinicalguideline/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/conditions-and-treatments/lower-respiratory/covid19-acute-respiratory-infection/covid-19-acute-respiratory-infection.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/conditions-and-treatments/lower-respiratory/covid19-acute-respiratory-infection/covid-19-acute-respiratory-infection.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/conditions-and-treatments/lower-respiratory/covid19-acute-respiratory-infection/covid-19-acute-respiratory-infection.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/conditions-and-treatments/lower-respiratory/covid19-acute-respiratory-infection/covid-19-acute-respiratory-infection.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/conditions-and-treatments/lower-respiratory/covid19-acute-respiratory-infection/covid-19-acute-respiratory-infection.html
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/residentialcarefacilities/IPC%20and%20PH%20guidance%20for%20outbreaks.pdf
https://www.lenus.ie/bitstream/handle/10147/631787/HSE-Community%20Infection%20Control%20Manual%20March%202022_%20ELECTRONIC%20VERSION.pdf


Resources- HPSC

AP

Guidance Link 

Public Health and Infection Prevention and Control guidance on the prevention and 

management of cases and outbreaks of respiratory viral infections in Residential Care 

Facilities 

Public Health and Infection Prevention and Control guidance 

The 5 moments for Hand Hygiene The 5 moments for Hand Hygiene

Guidance on appropriate use of PPE – Gowns, Respirators , Masks , Gloves Appropriate use of PPE

Video resources for PPE 

Acute Respiratory Infection Guidance Acute Respiratory Infection

Infection Control Posters , Point of care risk assessments , Respiratory Hygiene posters Poster Resources

Respiratory Guidance for Residential Care Facilities Respiratory Guidance for Residential Care Facilities

Integrated Respiratory Virus Bulletins, 2024 HPSC Respiratory Virus Bulletins 2024

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/residentialcarefacilities/IPC%20and%20PH%20guidance%20for%20outbreaks.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqLawbx2RFg
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/ppe/Current%20recommendations%20for%20the%20use%20of%20PPE.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/primarycareguidance/videoresources/
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/acuterespiratoryinfection/
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/microbiologyantimicrobialresistance/infectioncontrolandhai/posters/PCRAResistPoster.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/residentialcarefacilities/IPC%20and%20PH%20guidance%20for%20outbreaks.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/acuterespiratoryinfection/surveillance/integratedreports/


Resources- CST

AP

Guidance Link 

COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel: Final Report COVID-19 Nursing Home Expert Panel Final report

National Standards for infection prevention and control (IPC) in community services( 

HIQA)

National Standards for infection prevention and control (IPC) in 

community services

Assessment-judgment framework for infection prevention and control and antimicrobial 

stewardship in designated centres for older people 2024( HIQA)

Assessment-judgment framework for IPC 

Guidance for the assessment of designated centres for older people  2024 ( HIQA) Guidance for the assessment of designated centres for older people

Gas Safety Courses ( Oxygen) HSELanD  and search 

• Medical Gas Safety for Clinical Staff  on line 2 hours duration

• Medical Gas Safety for Non-Clinical Staff (e.g. Porters, 

Maintenance, Pharmacy on line 2 hours duration

Medical gas safety for staff

Integral Valve Oxygen Cylinders Learning Guide Integral Valve Oxygen Cylinders Learning Guide for HSE staff

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3af5a-covid-19-nursing-homes-expert-panel-final-report/#:~:text=On%2019%20August%202020%2C%20the,and%20into%20the%20longer%20term.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3af5a-covid-19-nursing-homes-expert-panel-final-report/#:~:text=On%2019%20August%202020%2C%20the,and%20into%20the%20longer%20term.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3af5a-covid-19-nursing-homes-expert-panel-final-report/#:~:text=On%2019%20August%202020%2C%20the,and%20into%20the%20longer%20term.
https://www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-publications/standard/national-standards-infection-prevention-and-control-community
https://www.hiqa.ie/reports-and-publications/standard/national-standards-infection-prevention-and-control-community
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2024-01/AJF-Infection-Prevention-Control-DCOP-guidance.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2024-01/AJF-Infection-Prevention-Control-DCOP-guidance.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2024-01/AJF-Infection-Prevention-Control-DCOP-guidance.pdf
https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2018-02/Assessment-of-centres-DCOP_Guidance.pdf
https://healthservice.hse.ie/staff/training-and-development/health-and-safety-training/medical-gas-safety-for-staff/
https://healthservice.hse.ie/staff/training-and-development/health-and-safety-training/integral-valve-oxygen-cylinders-learning-guide/


• Information for healthcare professionals including digital versions of the leaflet and consent forms available on www.immunisation.ie

• Information leaflets:

• https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/fluinfo/

• https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/

• https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/pubinfo/flu-vaccination/information/fluhcwleafleteng.pdf

• https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-vaccine-materials/combined-covid-19-booklet.pdf

• Summary of recommended groups https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/fluinfo/recommendedgroupscovid19andinfluenza.pdf

• Resources available to order from healthpromotion.ie

• Posters for flu and/or COVID-19 for those at risk, in pregnancy, HCW

• NIO developed E-learning modules available on LAIV and IIV and COVID-19 vaccines available on www.hseland.ie

• The updated NIAC chapters for influenza and COVID-19 are available:

• https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/NIAC/Immunisation_Guidelines/Chapter_05a_COVID-19.pdf

• https://www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/NIAC/Immunisation_Guidelines/Chapter_11_Influenza.pdf

• Email us (only for HCP clinical queries): immunisation@hse.ie 

• Patient Information Leaflet and the Summary of Product Characteristics for each of the vaccines is available from www.hpra.ie

• HSE website information

• https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/flu/

• https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/

• https://healthservice.hse.ie/staff/covid-19-staff-support/healthcare-worker-vaccines/

Resources: Vaccination
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Resources: E-learning module on HSeLanD: Talking About Immunisation

Additional resources:
WHO 
Conversations to Build Trust in Vaccination: A Training Module 
for Health Workers: World Health Organization 
https://global.comminit.com/content/conversations-build-trust-
vaccination-training-module-health-workers
Tailoring Immunization Programmes: World Health Organization 
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/97892890544
92
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240049680
https://www.canvax.ca/health-worker-training-module-
conversations-hesitant-caregivers
ECDC
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/tools-and-
methods-promoting-vaccination-acceptance-and-uptake
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1. Log on to HSELanD  
https://www.hseland.ie/dash/Account/Login

2. Select Courses / Catalogue

HSELanD – Vaccine Training modules

AP

3. Select Clinical Skills >> National 
Immunisation office

https://www.hseland.ie/dash/Account/Login


Resources- Public Health contact HSE Health 
regions

AP

Link 

Public Health Contacts in Health Regions

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/5/publichealth/publichealthdepts/contact%20us/contact-details.html


Webinar recording , presentation, Q&A will be available on HPSC website : 
www.hpsc.ie

Access to Webinar information 

TS

Winter Preparedness

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/winter/


Thank you!

Any queries post the webinar can be directed to:

winter.resilience@hpsc.ie

mailto:winter.resilience@hpsc.ie
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